HARDBACK PAMPHLET STITCH

Pamphlet stitch is perfectly good as is, but this is a way to add a simple hardback cover to it.

Stitching the pages:

e Fold your pages all together using a bonefolder (preferably along the grain)
® Sew pages using pamphlet stitch
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Fold in half two separate pages (usually coloured paper) the same size as your pamphlet, to
use as end pages

‘Tip in’ these pages - this means attaching them to the front and back of your pamphlet with
a thin strip of PVA glue along the folded side

O You can use a piece of newsprint/scrap paper to cover up the rest of the area when
glueing

® Once the end pages are glued down, trim the whole lot
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Measuring greyboard for the cover:
e The spine of the pamphlet will overhang the cover by 6mm
e The cover should be bigger than the pamphlet on the other three sides by 3mm
o To get this measurement it’s easier to measure 6mm bigger on the top side
e Cut your first cover to these measurements, and then cut a second cover against the first
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e Now you need to figure out the relation of the two cover pieces to the book block, and how
far apart to place the covers when you glue them to your buckram piece to cover them

1. Begin by sticking two pieces of
masking tape to one of your covers

2. Place the pages on top of this
cover with the measurements
we’ve been using - i.e. the spine of

the pages overhangs the cover e_‘mm _
piece by 6mm, and there’s a 3mm { >

border round the other three sides
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3. Place the second cover piece on 6 F
top of the pages, lining it up with C:—>
the first cover piece underneath it ﬁ:;
4. Bring the masking tape pieces §
around to stick the two covers
together with the pages between LL

e You now know how far apart the covers need to be when you stick them onto your piece of
buckram



Covering the greyboard cover pieces in buckram (or bookcloth):

e Place the taped-together greyboard covers down in the middle of a good size piece of
buckram, and draw around them. This is the guide to where you will glue them down.

e Apply glue to the back of your first greyboard cover piece, place down in your guideline, and
press down firmly. Flip the buckram piece over, and use your bonefolder to smooth down
the buckram, ensuring it’s firmly attaching to the greyboard. Then use the point of your
bonefolder to score around the side of the greyboard cover.

e Repeat with the other cover.
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e Trim excess buckram away with your knife until there’s a ruler’s width of extra buckram
around the whole cover area
e Now cut away the four corners of the cover piece, leaving a 3mm gap between the
greyboard corners and where you cut the buckram
o You can use a piece of scrap greyboard to measure this gap

e Glue down the flaps of buckram with PVA
o Make sure to fold down the little fox ears of excess buckram at the corners with your

bonefolder as you go
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Attaching the cover to the pages: |
e Take your finished cover, fold it in half so the fore-edges of the cover line up, and pinch a

crease down the spine
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Apply glue to the outer leaf of one of your end pages
o Place a clean sheet of newsprint under the end page to stop glue straying
o Apply glue from the centre of the sheet outwards
Place the glued end page into your cover - paying attention to your 3mm border around
head, foot and fore-edge
Close the pages and press down firmly

o If you've glued the page in the wrong spot, you have about 10 seconds to move it

before the glue dries! Exciting!
Apply glue to the other end page, and simply close the cover down onto it.
Spend a few minutes pinching the book shut as the glue begins to dry. Don’t open your book
straight away!

o Once the glue has taken hold, you can open the book. If there are any points where a
little glue has seeped out from under the end pages, you can smooth these away with
your bonefolder

Preferably, at this point you will leave your book in a book/nipping press for half an hour up
to overnight. If you don’t have access to one, place under weights or just spend a little more
time pinching the book shut.

This method of making a cover is similar to a classic case binding, but without a hard spine.

You can put this cover onto books stitched in a different way - i.e. with French link stitch, or perfect
binding. The masking tape method means you can fit your cover to a thick book or a thin one.

I've talked about buckram for this book, but of course you can also use bookcloth. You cannot really
substitute a paper, even a very tough one, for this hard cover - it isn’t strong enough at the spine.
Some bookbinders will add a strip of scrim or fraynot to the spine, over the stitched pages and the
tipped in end pages.

The grain direction of the pages, greyboard and buckram should all align
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