HARDBACK CONCERTINA - leporello style

e To fold your paper strip into a concertina, first fold it in half, then fold each half in half - and so on
until you have the page size that you want.

Cutting greyboard for the covers:

You will need 2mm thick greyboard for your covers

e The two cover pieces need to be 2 or 3mm larger than your stack of pages all the way around - the
easiest way to measure this is 5mm bigger than your pages on the top and sides

e Cut one greyboard cover first, and then cut a second cover measured exactly against the first
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Covering the greyboard pieces in buckram:

e Apply glue to the greyboard cover pieces and stick them down to a large piece of buckram
o It can help to draw pencil guidelines around the greyboard covers to show where you're
going to glue them down - check that you have at least a ruler’s width of space around the
sides
e Burnish on the other side with a bonefolder to make sure they’re stuck down securely, and crease
the buckram along the edges of the greyboard, again with the bonefolder



e Trim the two cover pieces down so that you have a ruler’s width of excess buckram around each

greyboard piece. (Or approx. 3cm)
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e Cut the corners off each cover piece of buckram - leave a gap of 3mm away from the greyboard
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o You can use a scrap piece of greyboard to measure this gap

e Glue down the flaps of buckram
o Fold down the little fox ears of excess buckram at the corners with a bonefolder as you glue

down the flaps - this will make the corners neat

Final step - glueing the concertina into the covers:

e Apply glue to the outer leaf of your concertina
o Place a clean sheet of newsprint under the leaf so the glue won’t wander

o Glue application direction: from the centre of the sheet outwards
Place the glued sheet down onto your first cover - look for the equal border around all four sides
Apply glue the outer leaf on the other side of your concertina
This time, place the other cover onto the glued sheet

o Just make sure it matches up with the cover below

Press the book closed firmly while the glue dries
o If possible, place your finished book in a book press and leave it for an hour or more



